
 
 

What is a Visa? 
The F-1 Visa stamp in your passport is an entry document. It is permission to apply to enter the United States in that 

Visa category. Canadian citizens are not required to have a Visa stamp in their passport to enter the U.S. 

 
The Visa expiration date is separate 



The automatic visa revalidation benefit applies to students who changed status within the U.S. and have an F-1 

approval notice from USCIS. The previous visa type is considered to be “converted” to the F-1 for that entry only. 

Where to Apply for a U.S. Visa 
You cannot apply for an F-1 visa inside the U.S. Visas can only be obtained outside of the U.S. at a U.S. EMBASSY OR 

CONSULATE. 

 
It is advisable to apply for the visa at a U.S. consulate in your home country, unless circumstances or travel plans 

make this impossible. It may be possible to apply for a visa at a U.S. consulate in a country other than your home 

country. This is called a “third country national (TCN)” application. Not all U.S. consulates accept TCN applications, 

and some allow TCN applications for limited situations; check with individual consulates, including those in Canada 

and Mexico, for TCN application policies. 

 
It can be risky to apply in a country other than your home country. For instance,
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• Photos following U.S. State Department photo guidelines. 

• I-20 issued by King’s Schools via the International Program Director’s Office. The I-20 certifies your admission 

and enrollment at King’s Schools. If you are applying for a visa to continue studies at King’s Schools, be sure the 

International Program Director/PDSO has signed the travel validation section 

of the form within the past year. (Newly admitted students do not require a travel signature for the “initial” visa 

interview.) 

 
Additional documents may be required when applying for a visa: 

• Financial evidence that shows amount and source of funding to cover tuition, living expenses, and travel costs. 

Consular and immigration officers exercise considerable discretion in determining whether financial support 

exists and is sufficient. Prepare documentation that is thorough, consistent, and credible. 
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